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Dear Parents and Friends of Troop 243, 
Troop Outings & Activities – We start out January with the Annual Klondike Derby which is put together by our own Crew 243 and our troop’s Leadership Corps.  January 13th is the troop’s first adult Flower Sale meeting.  January 21st, Pack 756 has 3 Webelos who will cross over to our troop during their pack meeting.  Our troop will have representation present to participate in the ceremony and welcome the Webelos into Boy Scouts.  January 23rd University of Scouting will provide some excellent training for our adult leaders who choose to participate.  Lastly we will finish up with the Catholic awards distribution at the Cathedral of the Assumption on January 31st.  
Troop and Patrol Meetings on Wednesdays - All are welcome.  Scouts in Class A uniforms are expected.  Except where noted, all meetings are held at St. Barnabas.

January 6th, 7:00 PM – Patrol Meeting – Prepare for Klondike Derby  

January 13th, 7:00 PM - Troop Meeting – Home Repair - Adult flower sale meeting
January 20th, 7:00 PM – Troop Meeting – Home Repair
January 27th, 7:00 PM – Troop Meeting – Home Repair
Klondike Derby – January 8th, 9th and 10th are the dates of the annual Cherokee District Klondike Derby at Tunnel Mill.  We are proud that our Venture crew is hosting and taking primary responsibility for organizing and running the derby this year.  In addition, our Troop’s leadership corp. will support our Venture Crew in this endeavor.  The patrol meeting this month is moved to the first Wednesday so our patrols can get ready.
Venture Crew Notes – Venturing is a scouting organization that is developed to reach out to a wide variety of youth who want to participate in further high adventure.  St. Barnabas recently charted a Venture Crew for girls.  Participation in scouting of any kind is not a requirement to join this Venture Crew.  Just as a reminder, Crew 243 will host a pancake breakfast on February 14th.  We encourage everyone to come out and have a great breakfast with friends and family!

Troop Leadership meetings – The Patrol Leadership Council meeting will be held on Sunday January 24th at 4:00.  The Adult leadership meetings will be held on Monday January 25th from 7-9.  All are invited to come out and participate!

Flower Sale 2010 - This is the time of year we begin to think flower sale!  This is the only real fund Raiser that Troop 243 has with revenues making scouting possible for those boys who participate.  Troop 243's scouts receive all profits from pre-sold flowers.  The flower sale schedule, also reflected in the 2 month calendar, looks like this:  January 13 7:00 adult flower sale meeting (one adult per scout should attend this meeting, regular troop meeting will go on,) flower sale kickoff meeting February 3rd 7:00 (All should attend), February 17 first date to turn in flower sales, April 14 last day to turn in sales, April 21 Flower sale set up, April 23 pre-sale flower pickup and flower table sales set up, April 24 and 25th table sales.  
Catholic Religious Awards – Catholic religious awards will be given out on Sunday January 31st at 2:00 at the Cathedral of the Assumption.  We have scouts who successfully earned the Ad Altari Dei award so if you are available come out and support them.  This award is not like the Catholic awards earned as cub scouts.  This award requires a significant commitment of time and is quite an achievement.  The boys receiving the award and Troop 243 owes a huge thank you to Judy and Steve Crush who contributed a significant amount of time talent and yes a bit of treasure as they guided these boys in this faith enhancing project.  

Advisor needs – The troop is still in search of an equipment advisor as well as someone to help Jerry Zimmerer head up the Flower Sale which will kick off this month.  .
Troop Gift Cards – Transportation to the vast majority of our outings is free to our scouts and leadership but it is not free.  The cost of maintenance, fuel and insurance for our bus is paid by the Friends of Troop 243 which is funded by the Kroger and Thorntons gift card programs.  We encourage all parents, members, relatives and friends to use Troop 243’s Kroger and Thorntons gift cards.  Whenever you see Frank Hulsman at any function it is likely that he has a few gift cards with him.  Please stop Frank at any time and ask him for one of these cards and he will be glad to give you one.  

Yours in Scouting,

 Bruce Bohn

Troop Secretary

